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Rachel Dolezal, the Spokane, Washing-
ton, NAACP president who was outed by
her parents as white, would seem to be a
ripe target for comedians. But Dave Chap-
pelle says he’s going to wait.

Backstage at the commencement address
to the graduating class of his alma mater,
the Duke Ellington School of the Arts in
Washington, D.C., the star of Comedy Cen-
tral’s Chappelle’s Show explained why he
would wait a while before he incorporated
any Dolezal jokes into his act, if he decides
to do so at all.

“The thing that the media’s gotta be real
careful about, that they’re kind of over-
looking, is the emotional context of what
she means,” Chappelle said thoughtfully,
between drags of American Spirit ciga-
rettes. “There’s something that’s very nu-
anced where she’s highlighting the differ-
ence between personal feeling and what’s
construct as far as racism is concerned. I
don’t know what her agenda is, but there’s
an emotional context for black people when
they see her and white people when they
see her. There’s a lot of feelings that are
going to come out behind what’s happening
with this lady.

“And she’s just a person, no matter how
we feel about her.” 

Yes, the man who came up with the idea
of Clayton Bigsby, a blind black Klansman
(who doesn’t know he’s black), was re-
served when it came to Dolezal.

“I’m probably not going to do any jokes
about her or any references to her for
awhile ’cause that’s going to be a lot of
comedians doing a lot. And I’m sure her
rebuttal will be illuminating. Like, once
she’s had time to process it and kind of get
her wind back and get her message

pelle told the crowd. “It didn’t feel like
something I had earned. And then — I'll
never forget — I opened up the little book
and there was no diploma in it.”

Chappelle asked why.
“They were like, ‘You owe books, man.’ ”
Chappelle recounted the time his algebra

teacher told the students they would need
to pay close attention because they would
use the information for the rest of their
lives.

“I have never needed a single algebraic
equation,” Chappelle said. He paused. “And
I have made millions of dollars.

“The world’s a changing place. Turns out,
you don’t need to be smart because the
Internet. Most of the things you need to
know — somebody’s already thought about
them.”

One of his most valuable lessons, he
gleaned from another comedian: that he
didn’t have to be constantly funny as long
as he was always interesting.

“Most comedians gauge success solely on
laughter,” Chappelle said backstage. “But
basically, he put me on to the idea that it’s
other metrics besides laughter to gauge
whether the show is going well. A guy who
only thinks about laughs is like having a
64-(crayon) Crayola box but only using
about 13 colors.”

So if laughs aren’t the metric, what is?
“Well,” Chappelle said, “I’m not going to

give you the secret recipe, but I'll tell you
this: I have done, on many occasions, shows
that have gone as long as six hours. Nobody
left. They weren’t uproariously laughing the
entire six hours, but I was interesting, and
they were fine with that.”

SORAYA NADIA MCDONALD
THE WASHINGTON POST

together.”
Even though Sunday’s address marked a

warm homecoming for Chappelle, complete
with standing ovations as he entered and
exited the stage, the comedian said it was
“nerve-wracking” to address the students.
He was clearly humbled by the honor.
Chappelle graduated, “barely,” he said, in
1991.

“It seems like just yesterday, when they
announced my name to walk across the
stage, it was like I had won a prize,” Chap-

THE COMEDY SCENE

Dave Chappelle carefully considers comedy
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SONGSTRESS
7:30 P.M.
Dreamy-voiced, New York
indie-pop star Lana Del
Rey brings her eclectic,
mysterious “Hollywood
sadcore” sound (that’s
her singing “Once Upon a
Dream” at the end of
Disney’s hit film “Malef-
icent”). Coral Sky Amphi-
theatre, 601 Sansbury’s
Way, West Palm Beach;
LiveNation.com;
$19-$73.50.

ROCK
8 P.M. 
Philly indie-rock band
The War on Drugs takes
the stage in support of its
third studio album, “Lost
in the Dream,” named by
Spin magazine as the
best album of 2014. Fil-
lmore Miami Beach at
Jackie Gleason Theater,
1700 Washington Ave.,
Miami Beach; Live
Nation.com; $27.50.

To get events listed
visit miami.com
/events.

Game of Thrones actor
Liam Cunningham — he
plays Davos Seaworth, who
must be greatly relieved to
have parted company from
Stannis Baratheon — had
dinner Friday night with his
teenage son and an HBO
exec at Barton G. The Res-
taurant. Cunningham and
crew dined on several of the
restaurant’s whimsical dish-
es, and Cunningham inter-
acted with the presentations
and guests, posing for the de
rigueur selfies. One guest
was overheard commenting
to Cunningham’s son how
lucky he was to have such an
incredibly talented and won-
derful father. Son replied
with the perfectly age-appro-
priate response of “Yeah, on
TV.”

Luis Miguel was spotted
Tuesday night at E11even
Miami where he and a “fe-
male friend” were seen
lounging in the VIP pit
drinking from a bottle of
Ketel One and Ron Zacapa
23 Rum. Driving up in a
white Rolls-Royce, Miguel
and gal pal were escorted
through a private side en-
trance. The following night,
Miguel and his lady friend
returned, stole away in the

lower VIP pit and ordered a
bottle of Chivas 18. 

After drinks Friday at
Bodega Taqueria y Tequila
Friday, Hassan Whiteside
celebrated his 26th birthday
at FDR at the Delano. The
Miami Heat center was seen
with an entourage of 12 sip-
ping on bottles of Moet and
Belvedere. Whiteside was
also presented with a large
birthday cake. Also there
were soccer players Ryan
Babel, Nigel Bertrams and
Junior Hoilett.

Alex Rodriguez and 12
members of the New York
Yankees were seen Sunday
having a late-night dinner at
Prime 112. 

Manchster United soccer
player Marouane Fellaini
was seen sipping Perrier-
Jouet rose Sunday at Sea-
spice with his doppelganger
brother and three male pals.

Best of luck to 22-year-old
Miami opera singer Daniella
Mass, who will appear at 8
p.m. Tuesday auditioning on
America’s Got Talent. Mass,
who lives and works near
Hialeah, was born in Col-
ombia where she had life-
saving open heart and lung
surgery at 6 months old.
Because she couldn’t run or
play like other kids, she
turned to music. Mass
moved to Miami a year ago
and works as a vocal coach
for children.
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There’s a new love in
Twilight star Kristen
Stewart’s life: her per-
sonal assistant Alicia
Cargile, according to
Stewart’s mother, Jules,
who says she’s happy
about the relationship.

“What’s not to be
accepting about her now
having a girlfriend?
She’s happy,” Jules, 55,
told Australia’s Sunday
Mirror. “She’s my
daughter, I’m just her
mom so she knows I
would accept her choic-
es. I’ve met Kristen’s
new girlfriend, I like her.
What’s not to accept?
She’s a lovely girl.”

Jules, a script super-
visor in Hollywood, also
said, “I feel like people
need to be free to love
whoever they want. I
accept my daughter
loves women and men.
It’s OK to be who you
are in my world. We all
choose our friends so
we should be free to
choose our lovers.”

The relationship
comes two years after
Kristen, 25, split from
long-term love and
Twilight co-star Robert
Pattinson, 29. They
broke up after she was
spotted kissing married
Rupert Sanders, 44,
who directed her in
Snow White and the
Huntsman.

BAD NEWS

Sad news for Lamar
Odom and Khloe Kar-
dashian: Odom’s best
friend, Jamie San-
gouthai, died of a sus-
pected heroin overdose
at 37 on Sunday.

TMZ reports that
Sangouthai, who ap-
peared on Khloe & La-
mar, was taken to a
hospital in downtown
Los Angeles after some-
one called 911. 

Kardashian, 30, tweet-
ed the news with a bro-
ken-heart emoji. “When
does it stop?” it read.
“RIP Sangouthai.”

WAS HE THERE?

Prince performed
some of his greatest hits at a weekend White House
party for President Barack Obama and his wife,

Michelle.
Or so said guests, who

put details on social media.
But White House spokes-
man Josh Earnest won’t
confirm the Purple Rain
singer’s attendance. Ear-
nest says he has no details
about the private event,
which a reported 500 lob-
byists, corporate exec-
utives, celebrities and oth-
er guests attended. 

The Rev. Al Sharpton
tweeted Sunday after leav-
ing the White House that it
was “awesome” to see
Prince and Stevie Won-
der together on the key-
boards. 

NEW KID IN TOWN

Princess Charlotte is no
longer the only royal baby
in town. A month after the
birth of the Duke and Du-
chess of Cambridge’s
daughter, Sweden wel-
comed its own royal baby
Monday.

The Swedish Princess
Madeleine, 33, and hus-
band Christopher O’Neill
broke the happy news
about their new son on the
official Facebook page of
Kungahuset. They’re also
the parents of Princess
Leonore, 16 months.

BREAKING UP?

So much for the happy
ending.

Last week on the
finale for A&E’s
Married at First
Sight, Ryan De
Nino and Jessi-
ca Castro decid-
ed to stay togeth-
er. But People
.com reports that
on Saturday, De
Nino posted a
photo on Insta-
gram of what looks
like a restraining
order Castro took
out against him.

Rumors also
showed up on fan forums
claiming De Nino left
the show’s reunion
taping early after
being accused
by Castro of
being a drug
user, People
reports. The

reunion show airs at 9 p.m. Tuesday, if
for any reason you should want to see it.
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 “I loved it.”
— Kit Harington to

EW.com, on the
jaw-dropping season

finale of ‘Game of
Thrones’


